Cross-Disciplinary Graduate Colloquium
Wednesday March 27
4:00 pm
Bousfield A106

Featuring special presentations by graduate students:
TOMMY LEE
Behavioral Neuroscience
“Response of individual neurons in the hippocampus to novel events”

LUCY FINKELSTEIN-FOX
Clinical Psychology
“How does sexual victimization carry forward?
Testing multilevel pathways through appraisal and coping to daily well-being”

MANYA JYOTISHI
Developmental Psychology
“Cross-cultural comparison of narratives between English-speaking Indian and
US children and adults”

KERRI NELSON
Industrial/Organizational Psychology
“Are civility and candor compatible?
Examining the tension between respectful and honest workplace communication”

BEN DE BARI
Perception, Action, Cognition
“Dissipative Structures:
A Minimal Model of a Perceiving-Acting System”

MORA REINKA
Social Psychology
“Compounding stigmas:
Concealable identities, psychological mechanisms, and physical health”


Reception to follow
Brought to you by The Department of Psychological Sciences, the Graduate Student Advisory Committee (GSAC), and Graduate Student Senate (GSS)

Cross-Disciplinary Graduate Colloquium
Featuring special presentations from a student in each division including

Ben De Bari
Graduate Student in PAC

Dissipative Structures: A Minimal Model of a
Perceiving-Acting System
Organisms fall within the class of physical systems known as dissipative structures; selforganizing systems driven by flows of matter and energy. These systems exhibit complex
adaptive activities (e.g. stability-seeking) akin to those of biology. Through the study of
electrical and chemical dissipative structures, we motivate that some of the essential features
of biological behavior are grounded in properties and processes of dissipative structures.
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Lucy Finkelstein-Fox
Graduate Student in
Clinical Psychology
How does sexual victimization carry forward?
Testing multilevel pathways through appraisal and
coping to daily well-being
Early life sexual victimization (SV) regularly demonstrates negative associations with
psychological health, but studies rarely examine the extent to which these effects are driven
by subsequent interactions with daily stressors. To address this gap, the present study
examines the influence of SV history on contemporary affect via daily control appraisals and
coping. Within a multilevel modeling framework, type of daily stressor is further examined as
a potential moderator of indirect paths connecting SV, appraisals/coping, and affect.
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Tommy Lee
Graduate Student in
Behavioral Neuroscience
Response of individual neurons in the hippocampus
to novel events
Living life without a hippocampus creates deficits in remembering events and navigation.
Individual neurons in the hippocampus show spatial tuning. Together, these “place cells”
provide a representation or map of an environment. We are measuring how the spatial tuning
of these neurons is modified when a rat experiences a novel event. By recording from
neurons throughout the hippocampus, we can determine regional differences in the
representation of change. Taken together, these results will lead to a better understanding of
the neurobiological mechanisms of memory.
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Manya Jyotishi
Graduate Student in
Developmental
Psychology
Cross-cultural comparison of narratives between
English-speaking Indian and US children and adults
Does culture influence narratives? Abundant research has attempted to answer this question
but most have confounded language and culture, leaving the relative influence of each
component on narratives unclear. We ‘un-confounded’ language and culture by investigating
the English narrative development, using storybook and personal narratives, in the US and
India, which represent two different cultures, but both countries share similar languages,
American English and Indian English. We found that culture differentially influences parts
of narratives and these differences emerge as early as five years of age.


Wednesday March 27
4:00 pm
Bousfield A106
Reception to follow
Brought to you by The Department of Psychological Sciences, the Graduate Student Advisory Committee (GSAC), and Graduate Student Senate (GSS)

Cross-Disciplinary Graduate Colloquium
Featuring special presentations from a student in each division including

Kerri Nelson
Graduate Student in
Industrial/Organizational
Psychology
Are civility and candor compatible?
Examining the tension between respectful and
honest workplace communication
At the core of recent workplace and public discourse debates appears to be a clear tension
between two different but equally important values, civility and candor. However, little is
known about how employees resolve this conflict between civility and candor in their work
interactions. To explore this issue, I conducted two studies that address this tension from
different perspectives. Together, these studies reveal new insights into civility and candor’s
compatibility in the workplace and the implications for important work outcomes.
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Mora Reinka
Graduate Student in
Social Psychology
Compounding stigmas: Concealable identities,
psychological mechanisms, and physical health
Previous work has primarily focused on the impact of belonging to a single marginalized
group; however, people often belong to multiple marginalized groups and this likely affects
both their health outcomes and their anticipation of stigma. Surveying 288 adults with
concealable stigmatized identities, we find that those belonging to a greater number of
marginalized groups had worse self-reported physical quality of life. This relationship was
partially mediated through greater anticipated stigma and greater brooding rumination.
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